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to have undertaken only one war, namely the conquest
of Kalinga or modern Orissa. His empire is however believed
to have been larger in size than that of his father or grand*
father. There is no record of how this expansion of the
empire took place. One explanation offered is that his
empire was federal and many of the smaller border states
acceded voluntarily to the federation.

Asoka's rule may be described as benevolent paternalism.
He boked upon himself as the guardian not only of the
wealth and material prosperity of his subjects but also
of their moral and spiritual welfare. Asoka was a great
champion of the Buddhist faith and did everything he
could to expand the influence of Buddhism in India and
outside. There was however no discrimination against
men who followed other religions and, in one of his famous
edicts, Asoka declared that a truly religious man has regard
for all faiths. It was due mainly to his patronage that
Buddhism spread beyond the shores of India, There are
records of missions sent by him to Ceylon, western Asia
and Egypt and it has been suggested that his missions also
visited Burma, China and Japan.

After Asoka's death, the Mauryan empire gradually
broke up. The reasons for the decay of Mauryan power
are not fully known, One explanation offered is that fresh
invasions from the northwest took place at a time when
India was militarily weak. This weakness, it is said, was
due partly to the long period of peace enjoyed under the
Mauryas and partly to the influence of Buddhism which
discouraged martial activities. Whatever be the reason,
it is believed that the first incursion of the Bactrians into
the Punjab took place round about 200 B.c, It was not
that there was no resistance from India. There is evidence
that Pushyamitra pushed back one of the Graeco-Bactrian
kings, but the repulse was temporary. This is proved by
the existence of a number of Greek principalities in north-
west India about this time. One of the most well-known